12                       SHORT STORIES

Kasturi, at this, conceived great wrath against
Lakumavve. The fact that he was warned in the
presence of a panchayat brought down his pres-
tige with the rowdies of the town, and they kept at
a distance from him. This made Kasturi's life
unbearable. Day after day he went on asking
himself how he might wreak vengeance on the
chieftain and the elder queen. It did not occur to
him that, in wreaking this vengeance on these
two, he might be injuring his own sister. Men
like him never see so far.

The Mahratta troop which had fled some time
previously returned under another commander in
about a month. RamarasaNayakhad not expected
this. There was, of course, sufficient store of
grain and other requisites within the fort but he
had no help ready from his neighbours. He had,
therefore, to send messengers to them. One
messenger was sent to Mysore also. The Nayak
hoped that he might be able to work up the
enthusiasm of the principality to gather a militia
and get help from others and attack the invader
as he had done previously. In raising the militia
he had naturally to enlist not merely the good
people but, also, and perhaps even more largely,
the rowdies. By this time, Kasturi, by boasting
before these fellows of the things he was going